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All you need to know about swing gates 

 

What type of gate do I have? 

The type of gate you have will determine which automation would be best for you. Some 

people may have the choice to install a linear arm, articulated arm or underground motors. 

However it does depend on the situation of your gate, what it is mounted on 

(posts/pillars/walls) and the available room on each side. They’re just some of the things 

you need to take into account. 

 

What automation can I use? 

A lot of gates are able to use linear arm motors which are our most popular type of 

automation that we 

sell. This typical 5-

bar gate has our 

own Aster motor on 

it which has been 

installed on a 

separate wooden 

post. This is because 

the motors work on 

the laws of 

geometry and have 

to achieve certain 

dimensions in order 

to push and pull the 

gate properly. So it wouldn’t have been suitable to install it on the post the gate is mounted 

on. 
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You may have a gate which is mounted on a 

brick wall or large pillar. Therefore it may 

not be possible to install a linear arm so you 

should consider an articulated arm. An 

articulated arm opener has two straight 

arms attached to each other which would 

be able to reach round and pull the gate 

open, while the motor is mounted on the 

wall or pillar next to the gate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gate may even be in a situation 

like this, installed flush up to a 

building or large wall. In this 

instance underground would be the 

best option (however that could be 

slightly painful as the gate itself has 

already been installed). This is 

because there is not going to be 

enough room to install an above 

ground motor on the gate post and 

not enough room to install a post 

next to the gate, because of the 

wall. Underground automation means you won’t be able to see the motors at all as they’re 

put in boxes below the ground. 

The Kit Runner is a wheeled system which needs fairly even ground to be able to work. With 

this gate the Kit Runner would not be able to open flush up to the wall as the motor itself 

would hit it. 

 

 

 

 



How easy is it to install? 

All the automation kits we sell are aimed at the DIY market. Some people however do like to 

get their electrician to do the wiring side of it. Some of the Proteco kits such as the Diamond 

and MyAster have had their instructions re-written by our technical guy here at Gate Motors 

as they were before literally translated from Italian. To give you an idea of what the 

installation process consists of we have all the instruction guides for the motors as well as 

the control boards on our website when you go through to one of our gate kits. So you can 

look and see what the installation process is like before you go ahead with the purchase. 

You will be able to see a ‘Downloads’ section on the right hand side of the page once you 

click through to the product. 

 

How do I know once I’ve chosen what sort of automation I want, which kit I need? 

The main differences with each kit will be the power of the motors. You will need to get a kit 

which has motors that can shift a gate at the width and weight of yours. When you’re on our 

website looking at the various kits we sell, it will tell you the maximum weight and width the 

motors can cope with. If you are in a windy location then it is best to over spec on the motor 

especially if your gates are close-bordered. With all our motors the weight they can cope 

with will depend on the width of the gate, so the smaller the gate the greater weight it will 

be able to carry. 

Other differences within the kits are extra features that some of them come with. Some of 

our brands such as Nice, Mhouse and Came Automation do have additional features such as 

in-built limit stops and obstacle detection. They can also support a backup battery for power 

cuts. 

 

What comes in each kit? 

Each kit will come with the motor(s), control unit which you wire everything into, remote(s) 

for accessing the gate, safety photocells so there isn’t a risk of the gate closing on anybody 

and override keys for disengaging the motor. Cabling does not come with the kit which you 

will need in order for the automation to work, which we do sell. 

All the information on our products can be found on the website www.gatemotors.co.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cable for power and wiring for components 

To get power to your gates you will need 3 core SWA armoured cable. For wiring to the motors, then 

back to the gate control board it will be 4 core armoured cable for a 230v system and 6 core 

armoured cable for a 24v system. For wiring the photocells or other devices such as push 

buttons/keypads/key switches you can use alarm/bell cable. 

 

What can I use to open my gate? 

Many of our customers find that they want more control over how to access the gates just so it 

becomes simple, quick and easy to get in and out of the property. All our kits do have at least one 

remote included in order to open the gates but you can at any time add additional access control 

such as intercoms, push buttons, keypads, key switches, vehicle loop detectors etc. You can add as 

many as you like and they will all work in conjunction with each other. 


